HAPPY NEW YEAR
	I just want to thank everybody for the fine job you have been doing for the Department, especially in membership, since I became Commander, last July.  At the present time, membership is at 81%, which is 16,270 members, including DMS.  Our goal this year, as you well know, is 20,012.  This is very much attainable.  All we are asking this year is to maintain the same number as last year, plus one more.
	If you need any help reaching your goal, please contact me, or the Department and we will do a membership drive in your area.  I would like to see all the posts send a letter, or make some kind of contact with all past members who have yet to renew their memberships.
	At the present time, all the districts are holding their Oratorical Contests and the State Final will be held March 10th at Shinnston Post 31 at 2:00 p.m.  I hope all the posts are working with their local schools on Boys State.
	If I can assist you in any way, please don't hesitate to call.  My number is 304-638-9596.  Hope to see you all at the Mid-Winter in Huntington in February.

Still serving
Tom Hayes
State Commander
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